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ABSTRACT
The aim of this editorial to the Viewpoints Special Issue on ‘Children Living
in pandemic Times: a geographical, transnational and situated view’ is, on
the one hand, to present a transnational general picture of the COVID-19
situation for children. And on the other, to make a call for childhood
researchers particularly focused on children’s geographies, to
collaboratively approach this unprecedented situation. The main
aspects of children living in pandemic times as they are identified by
the different viewpoints in this special issue are presented, highlighting
key commonalities and differences across countries, discussing the
aspects that emerge from this phenomenon that seem most relevant
for research on children’s geographies in these times. Finally, we refer
to some of the studies being conducted in different parts of the world,
methodological challenges for children’s geographies research under
these circumstances, and emerging research questions.
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1. Introduction

This viewpoints special issue emerges within the urgency of the historic moment we are living as
human species at a global scale: the COVID-19 epidemic, spread across the vast majority of the
world, and declared a global pandemic on March 11th 2020 by the World Health Organisation
(WHO), following declaration of a Global Health Emergency of International Concern on 30 Jan-
uary 2020. During the first weeks of lockdown, one of us decided to contact other researchers with
an interest in children’s geographies and social studies of childhood from around the world (mainly
with the ones she had already been in touch as part of other academic projects, but to that original
group more of us joined later). We felt the urgent need to come together to share views from differ-
ent parts of the world, think about questions, key aspects to focus our future research on and poss-
ible ways to methodologically approach these in the particular times we live. This is how the idea of
building an informal collaborative research network1 around the many aspects of children living in
pandemic times around the world came to be. This Viewpoints Special Issue is a first attempt at
working together, with its first aim being to create a transnational general picture of the
COVID-19 situation for children. A picture that shows the local particularities at the same time
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that enables us to see the commonalities across countries, and to posit emerging research questions
for much needed future research around the world on the impacts of the pandemic on children and
young people’s lives, particularly from a geographical/spatial/social perspective.

The presentation of children in studies, media coverage and social media posts during the pan-
demic has focused on the education and mental health dimensions of their lives. However, the
impacts of this pandemic extend way beyond these aspects, to all dimensions of children’s everyday
lives, as a result of the profound alteration of the spatialities in which these unfold. Our concern as
childhood researchers from educational, sociological, anthropological and geographical disciplines,
with a crosscutting spatial emphasis, is for children’s wellbeing and about how to make visible their
experiences and views in relation to the pandemic phenomenon and its related consequences. We
follow Lupton’s (2020) call for urgent need for social researchers to start exploring the unprece-
dented conditions triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic from diverse perspectives, focusing on
its different dimensions. At the same time, we are conscious of the ethical implications of research-
ing with children in traumatic times. Indeed, some of our university ethics committees have already
prohibited research with children during lockdown as children are automatically considered ‘vul-
nerable’. However, we draw on UNICEF guidance on the ‘Ethical collection of data from children
during the COVID-19 pandemic’ (Berman 2020), which states that:

Understanding the impact on children is critical. Understanding their circumstances will be necessary for cur-
rent and future predictions of impacts of the crisis on them. Collecting information that helps us determine
how best to respond to similar future outbreaks is essential. There is so much we don’t know, and our chil-
dren’s futures depend on us knowing… ‘Missed opportunities to obtain children’s perspectives and insights –
not just those considered ‘children’s issues’ – and/or prioritizing subject matter that fails to take into account
children’s priorities in relation to support during COVID-19 and other future outbreaks…whenever primary
or secondary data collection from or about children is undertaken, explicit reflection is required on the timing,
approach, necessity and transparency of the process. Consideration also should be given to privacy, represen-
tation, consent and importantly the circumstances of children.

Therefore, a second aim of this issue is to begin a discussion around how childhood researchers can
start or are already approaching the pandemic’s impacts on children’s everyday lives around the
world, particularly from a social and geographical point of view. As researchers are interested in
geographies of children and families, this is a key time to observe, register, and analyse how the
spatialities, mobilities, corporeal practices, affects, intra-actions and entanglements with humans
andmore-than-humans are being rapidly reconfigured. We need to understand the impacts on chil-
dren’s everyday lives, learning, play, social relationships, emotions, their place in, and perception of,
the world. How are children experiencing the pandemic and the diverse measures taken by their
governments, councils, schools and families? How are these measures creating new and/or disrupt-
ing or dissolving old corporeal practices, spatialities, im/mobilities, relationships and affects?

Like no other phenomenon in recent history, the COVID-19 pandemic is having a simultaneous
impact at a global scale in a way that reveals how entangled the whole world is. Families, friends and
colleagues have shared ways of coping, living, learning and communicating, and compared how the
efforts of national and local governments to manage the virus are ‘landing’ in particular locales.
Understanding its complexity calls for a collaborative transnational effort that is sensitive to differ-
ences and similarities across spatial and temporal scales. With this aim in mind, we emphasise the
need for collaborative, transnational and transdisciplinary research focused on children’s experi-
ences of living in a pandemic state around the world, with an emphasis on the spatial, relational
and affective aspects of this phenomenon. This responds to Deborah Lupton’s (2020) argument
about the urgency of social research to document everyday experiences of people living these
times, how different countries and governments face the pandemic, and what social changes are
occurring now or will occur in the future in a ‘post-COVID’ world. We argue that children are
affected in specific and momentous ways: with schools having closed permanently in some cases
or intermittently in others since the beginning of the pandemic, in addition to the spatial restric-
tions in place in many countries, most children have seen their spatialities and social lives reduced,
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as well as the access to education and resources such as school meals, mental health and child pro-
tection agents (The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health 2020; Lee 2020). At the same time, many
families have seen their incomes blocked, reduced or made more uncertain, and with schools closed
and lockdown measures the space of home has seen its interactions and uses intensified (Lips 2021;
Salin et al. 2020), as we discuss later in more detail. It is imperative that we understand how children
are being or will be affected in social, economic and emotional ways. Crucially, we are concerned
that, as societies are transformed or inequalities more deeply embedded, children will be particu-
larly affected. We need to understand children’s perspectives in order to begin to decipher which
measures have been or can be more effective in mitigating the differential effects of COVID on
children.

In what follows, we present the main aspects that have characterised pandemic responses in
different countries, as identified by the different viewpoints in this special issue. Next, we focus
on the aspects that most evidently affect children’s experiences in pandemic times, highlighting
the aspects that seem to permeate across countries, and those that seem to differentiate experiences
according to the countries where children live, discussing the issues that seem most relevant for
research on children’s geographies. Finally, we refer to some of the studies being conducted in
different parts of the world, the methodological challenges for children’s geographies research
under these circumstances, and emerging research questions.

2. Pandemic times: a global phenomenon with specific local impacts across all
scales and spatialities of everyday life

The COVID-19 pandemic is creating drastic changes to everyday life at an unprecedented speed all
over the world. Movement and contact restrictions have been applied in different forms and
degrees, disrupting, breaking, dissolving or reconfiguring some of the (usually taken for granted)
entanglements that people are part of. As Bruno Latour (2005) suggested, it is when something
breaks or stops working that all the connections and parts that constitute it become visible. The
fragile connections that sustain everyday life, for example, care chains and informal economies,
have been exposed, and the importance of so many movements, spaces, gestures, touches,
exchanges, that we usually overlook have become evident. Meanwhile, virtual and remote mobilities
have become the norm in many social interactions that used to be dominantly face-to-face, such as
school lessons, work meetings, family gatherings and so on (Watson, Lupton, and Michael 2021).
While a reduction of travel has shown some effects that could be thought of as beneficial, for
example in terms of environmental sustainability and travel time reduction, the unusual circum-
stances of school closures and corporeal mobility and spatiality being restricted mainly to the
boundaries of the home are concerning for different reasons that we discuss here, and that become
evident in the different viewpoints in this issue.

While media and studies have focused (at least initially) on the effects of the pandemic on the
productive dimension of adults’ lives, with some focus on the impacts of the reproductive/pro-
ductive space–time collision when working from home with children (see, for example, Ahmed,
Buheji, and Merza Fardan 2020; Auðardóttir and Rúdólfsdóttir 2021; Berman 2020; McDaid
2020; Sánchez Fuentes 2020), at the time of writing these viewpoints little had been said about
the impact of the pandemic on children’s lives beyond its educational and health dimensions.
There has been some health authority/government advice on supporting children during the pan-
demic in some countries (for example Public Health England 2020), and the rare exception of the
New Zealand Prime Minister doing a media conference especially aimed at children (Freeman et al.
2021). But even within this sphere, it has not been explored from children’s own points of view.
However, all the transformations triggered by the pandemic have had specific and strong impacts
on children’s everyday lives.

Different governments have adopted different measures in response to the pandemic: from strict
compulsory confinement to general guidelines differently applied by different districts of the
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country. In general, ‘social distancing’ measures have been encouraged and enforced in different
ways and to different degrees, including diverse forms of physical distancing between people,
with various degrees of severity: 188 countries closed schools and other educational institutions
country-wide, while others closed schools in restricted areas, for variable periods of time, many
of them still closed in April 2021. Up to April 8th, 2020, 1,576,021,818 learners had been affected
by these closures, 91% of the world student population (UNESCO 2020a). While the general call is
for students in areas where schools remain closed to keep their learning processes from home in the
form of home-schooling led by parents or via e-learning platforms led by teachers, video conferen-
cing, and so on, in reality, these ideas are not accessible for many children and young people whose
parents or carers do not have the time or resources for developing home-schooling dynamics, and
who do not have access to the required technological devices and Internet from home, as well as
knowledge around how to use these (Acevedo-Rincón, this issue; Cortés-Morales and Morales
2021; CEPAL-UNESCO 2020; Van Lancker and Parolin 2020). UNESCO predicts that the edu-
cational dimension of the crisis will have a bigger negative impact on girls, many of whom at
home ‘may be overburdened by unpaid work, unable to continue their learning at a distance and
facing growing domestic violence’ (UNESCO 2020b).

In addition to school closures, many countries, cities, towns, villages or districts have declared
lockdowns for unforeseeable periods of time, with people having to stay at home except for basic
needs that require moving out of the house, such as food shopping, health appointments, bank pay-
ments, walking pets and in some cases doing some daily exercise. The impact of these measures is
profoundly uneven with many losing their jobs or being forced to continue working with the risk of
contagion (Bhan et al. 2020). For others, it has meant adapting working practices by working from
home or reinventing their occupations. Governments have put different measures in place to tackle
the impending economic crisis, revealing the persistent and deep inequalities between different
areas of the world as well as within countries. This is an unprecedented situation to which people
have had to adjust very suddenly in a very short time, with impacts on everyday life practically,
emotionally and mentally that are very difficult to predict and measure – although a year into
the pandemic there have been studies aiming at doing so (IPSOS 2021; Lupton 2020). For example,
Stoecklin et al. (2021) studied the impacts of lockdown in children and their families’ wellbeing in
Switzerland, Canada and Estonia, concluding that confinement measures affected wellbeing in
terms of social and school life the most, with new possibilities or ways of solidarity and interaction
within families. However, decreased physical activity had an effect on physical health, while fear of
contagion implied emotional unrest and a decreased feeling of safety.

However, the impacts of lockdown for many children in the world who already live in over-
crowded, precarious and small housing are particularly worrying. This is the case of a significant
number of children in countries such as Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Indonesia and South Africa
(Tebet, Abramowicz, and Janer Lopez, this issue; Cortés-Morales and Morales 2021; Acevedo-Rin-
cón, this issue; Kusumaningrum, Siagian, and Beazley 2021; Jamieson and van Blerk, this issue;
Terra, Bozo, and Caniggia 2020) sometimes with mental health issues affecting them or other family
members, and/or affected by domestic violence. In addition, poverty is increasing and intensifying
as the result of restrictions on productive activities, especially for those whose subsistence depends
upon informal economies and who cannot work from home or are unemployed (Gilbertson Wilke,
Hiles Howard, and Pop 2020; Sinha et al. 2020). And even among those children who are not
directly affected by these problems, measures of social distancing including spatial restrictions,
confinement and changes to physical contact with others – for those who are able to stay at
home, as this has turned out to be a privilege too (Bhan et al. 2020) – imply dramatic changes to
their everyday lives. There has been a decrease in the range of activities that they normally perform,
and of the number of people they usually interact with; alongside an increase in the intensity of
relationships among family members who share a home and in the use of communication and
information technologies for tackling physical isolation (Lips 2021; Lupton 2020; Stoecklin et al.
2021; Watson, Lupton, and Michael 2021) for those who can access these. Children’s activities,
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interactions and experiences have been highly differentiated between those who have been per-
mitted to, and who are supported in, taking exercise and going outside during confinement periods,
those children who have access to greenspace or gardens and those who do not. These factors are
likely to exacerbate existing health inequalities amongst children, with lasting life-course effects
both globally and intra-nationally (CEPAL-UNESCO 2020; Gilbertson Wilke, Hiles Howard, and
Pop 2020; Moore et al. 2020; Şahinol and Başkavak 2021; Sinha et al. 2020; Van Lancker and Parolin
2020). Among families where adults need to do work from home, the challenge to conciliate the
needs, interests, activities and schedules of all family members appears to be intensified (with the
gender implications that this usually has) in the absence of the usual care and support networks
that include other family members, friends or paid childcare (Lips 2021; Salin et al. 2020; Stoecklin
et al. 2021).

3. Children living in pandemic times around the world

Without studies focused on children’s perspectives and experiences of the pandemic conducted in
all countries yet, at least at the time these viewpoints were written, the following viewpoints are
based on studies related to wider themes or populations, general information, media coverage,
what diverse scholarship has already shown about children’s lives in different places, and our
own experiences as researchers, many of us parents, relatives or friends to particular children.

Across the viewpoints presented in this issue, discussing the impacts of the pandemic on chil-
dren’s lives in Australia (Bessell 2021); Brazil (Tebet, Abramowicz, and Janer Lopez, this issue),
Chile (Cortés-Morales and Morales 2021); Colombia (Acevedo-Rincón, this issue); Germany
(Million 2021); Indonesia (Kusumaningrum, Siagian, and Beazley 2021); New Zealand (Freeman
et al. 2021); South Africa (Jamieson and van Blerk 2021); Sweden (Joelsson and Ekman Ladru
2021); United Kingdom (Holt and Murray 2021); and the United States (Aitken 2021), there are
many shared matters that evidence conditions that seem to permeate children’s lives and their
experiences of the pandemic transnationally, as well as significant differences that refer to cultural,
social and geographical particularities but mainly to global inequalities. In this section, we summar-
ise four of the main themes that emerged from the combined analysis of the viewpoints: minimis-
ation of COVID-19 among children and invisibilisation of childhood; hyper-vulnerability of
children at risk; spatial/mobility restrictions and expansions; socioeconomic inequalities. We con-
clude this section by reflecting about the most evident differences across the countries referred to in
the viewpoints.

3.1. Minimisation of COVID-19 among children and invisibilisation of childhood

During the first months of the pandemic, there was a generalised discourse according to which chil-
dren were not among the high-risk population, so that, if infected with COVID-19, most children
would only experience milder symptoms and health consequences, at least until multisystem
inflammatory syndrome was to the virus in among children (Ciuca 2020; Ghosh et al. 2020; Iannar-
ella et al. 2020; Ludvigsson 2020). However, in some countries, the media spread the idea – which
has been contested since then – that children could be considered as potential `vectors` for the dis-
ease, and therefore a source of contagion for more vulnerable people such as grandparents or the
elderly (Acevedo-Rincón, this issue; Cortés-Morales and Morales 2021). This has had various
effects: first, the impact of the virus itself on children has been largely overlooked, conducting
less testing among them. Therefore, it is difficult to have a more accurate picture in this regard.
Second, the definition of children as ‘vectors’ has implied their separation from others, especially
elderly relatives, interrupting significant care interdependencies and intergenerational interactions.
This has also resulted in some forms of stigmatisation in the media and public space, as well as in
stricter confinement measures for children than adults in some countries such as Chile and Colom-
bia (Acevedo-Rincón, this issue; Cortés-Morales and Morales 2021). As a whole, children have been
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invisibilised in the media apart from notes around education, mental health, and children as vectors
of the disease, while the effects of the disease upon them have been generally minimised. As pointed
out by Stuart Aitken in relation to the USA, children have been out of focus in the responses to the
pandemic. In addition to this, we need to consider the great emotional, economic and practical
impact that illness and death of relatives or friends due to COVID-19 may have on children
everywhere.

3.2. Hyper-vulnerability of children at risk

As warned by Sinha et al. (2020) in relation to food insecurity, and by Gilbertson Wilke, Hiles
Howard, and Pop (2020) in relation to different kinds of virtual services and support for children
and families, the different viewpoints in this issue refer to the risks associated with confinement
and school closure measures in terms of vulnerable children not having access to fundamental
resources and services, as well as increasing the number of children who could be considered
as vulnerable (The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health 2020; Van Lancker and Parolin 2020;
Zar, Dawa, and Fischer 2020). In the context of this sanitary and social crisis, vulnerability
involves a higher risk of contagion and worse prognosis for recovery and consequences of the ill-
ness, as well as conditions (i.e. housing) that make the experiences of confinement and school
closure much worse (see for example Acevedo-Rincón, this issue; Cortés-Morales and Morales
2021; Kusumaningrum, Siagian, and Beazley 2021; Tebet, Abramowicz, and Janer Lopez, this
issue).

Children living in especially vulnerable conditions, such as those children under foster care
or (many times very precarious) estate protection systems are possibly among the most badly
affected children or people in general (Aitken 2021; Cortés-Morales and Morales 2021; Holt
and Murray 2021). Living in precarious, many times overcrowded homes, confinement
means having no other space to inhabit, and limited actors on whom they can rely. Unfortu-
nately, there is very limited information about children living in these circumstances. The
same applies to children with chronic illnesses (Şahinol and Başkavak 2021), physical or men-
tal disabilities, for whom the pandemic might be having especially challenging implications
(Million 2021), but we know about these even less than about the implications for children
in general.

3.3. Spatial/mobility restrictions and expansions: the merging of everyday life timespaces

The restrictions imposed by the measures for reducing the risk of exposure to the virus have
widely aimed at people staying at home as much as possible, with varying degrees of strictness.
Limiting physical mobility beyond the boundaries of home has implied an expansion of other
forms of mobilities, such as virtual and remote communication, but also an intensification of
other peoplés physical mobility (Adey 2021) – for example, ‘digital mobile workers’ (Jirón
et al. 2021) – with the categorisation of which mobilities are considered essential or not (Salazar
2021). In general, among families who have been able to comply with this, it has meant that all the
activities are now concentrated within the space of the home: family time, education, work,
recreation, sports, and so on. The spatial/time specialisation of everyday life has been diluted
with the merging of the spaces and times in which the activities performed by all members of
the family occur. We see how dining tables have been transformed in home schools and home
offices (again, for families for whom this is possible), work stuff coexists with toys, educational
materials and kitchen equipment. Children are, in this regard, spending much more time with
their families, at their homes, with all the potential implications for agency, surveillance, friend-
ships, family life that this may have. In this context, time is probably being experienced differ-
ently, without the spatial breaks that different moments of the day used to have, not perhaps
still occurring but at a different scale.
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3.4. Socioeconomic inequality: the fantasy of lockdown

To different extents, inequality has shaped children’s experiences of the pandemic everywhere,
making it impossible to have a homogeneous picture for a whole country, in most cases at least.
Usually with a territorial expression, inequality and segregation on the basis of socioeconomic
and/or ethnic differences has been accentuated during the pandemic. This is because, on the one
hand, poverty has increased and on the other, because inequality is having new implications during
the pandemic. This is the case, for example, in terms of access to education through virtual means,
spaces within the home, availability of savings or loans, and in terms of food in/security and more
dramatically, in relation to health systems. In this sense, the pandemic has had catastrophic effects
for children who already lived in poverty, in precarious housing, with unemployed parents or in
families working in informal economies, migrant or refugee families. For a large part of the
world, lockdown is a fantasy, as staying at home would mean starving at home.

In this context, and particularly highlighted in the cases of Brazil (Tebet, Abramowicz, and Janer
Lopez, this issue), Chile (Cortés-Morales and Morales 2021) and the United States (Aitken 2021),
the pandemic has implied the crisis of a way of life that was already a problem for the majority of
people before the pandemic. A capitalist mode of production, and its various consequences in the
lives of children and their families through manifold inequalities in all aspects of life. It is these
inequalities that are the target against which people are demonstrating in these countries, where
people do not want to ´go back to normaĺ, because ´normality was the problem´.

3.5. Differentiated/unequal conditions and experiences across the globe

Although intra-national inequalities shaping the experience of the pandemic is one of the common
aspects shared by the different countries in this issue, there are also inequalities at a larger territorial
scale that translate into experiences being largely differentiated according to the area of the world
where children live. In this sense, there are significant differences between countries. First, there are
contrasting levels of resources and approaches to health, education, housing, pension and social
security systems. Here, a key difference has been the relative predominance of private/public sectors
in all the aforementioned systems so that, for example, while in some nations access to health is
guaranteed to all citizens, in others this depends on individual resources (see for example
Cortés-Morales and Morales 2021). The quality of the health services can vary greatly, and some
people may not have access to them at all. Second, as also demonstrated when reading compara-
tively all viewpoints in this issue, governments have differentially compensated their citizens for
the unequal distribution of resources during this crisis. For example, different amounts of funding
have been directed towards emergency strategies, cash transfers, food boxes, support for businesses,
and so on. This relates also to schemes or regulations that governments have created for tackling the
financial crisis.

Underpinning these differentiated resources and measures, are the contrasting political, econ-
omic and social priorities of different governments and the ideologies of national leaders. This is
illuminated in the persona of particular presidents and prime ministers who have exemplified
diverse approaches to the pandemic, some of them effectively and empathetically calling their citi-
zens to comply with the lockdown regulations (see, for example, Freeman et al. 2021) and others
verging on COVID-19 deniers, calling on people to resume normal activities (see for example
Tebet, Abramowicz, and Janer Lopez, this issue). These different approaches tend to coincide
with different ways of visualising and addressing children.

As a result of the differences in the structural socioeconomic characteristics across nations and of
the resources and approaches of their governments, the impacts of COVID-19 on children’s lives
and health have greatly diverged. In terms of everyday lives and education, for example, the digital
gap can be observed not only within countries but also between them, as suggested by CEPAL-
UNESCO (2020) and supported when comparing the situations reported by the viewpoints. In
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terms of health, it is not surprising that the countries where more children have been infected by the
virus, needed hospital care and died (either in total numbers or relative to the national population),
are countries with high levels of poverty and/or inequality, such as Brazil, Chile, Colombia and
Indonesia. All of these countries have a history of colonial exploitation with consequences (for
example, in terms of privatisation of key resources, exploitation and exportation of natural
resources as predominant economic activity, regulations of labour, marginalisation of indigenous
groups, and so on) that are sustained in the present.

Another difference that emerges from reading the viewpoints is the variation in and quantity of
studies centred around childhood and children’s lives during the pandemic. This reflects differences
both in the availability of research resources at national or regional levels, and in terms of the differ-
ent degrees and focus of the interest on children and childhood around the world. We focus on this
point in the next section.

4. Methodological issues and emerging research questions

The pandemic has been particularly challenging in methodological and ethical terms, in under-
standing and making visible children’s experiences in the context of confinement and social distan-
cing regulations. Due to perceived risks in relation to researching with children, at least one of our
ethics committees was reluctant to approve research about COVID-19 with children. However, as
previously discussed, researching children’s lives from their own perspectives and experiences in
this critical time is key for making visible the distinct problems they are encountering. Researching
with children enables an understanding of the means they are lacking, and the actors and materi-
alities with whom they are entangling in novel and creative ways in order to be agentive in a post-
pandemic world. This calls for research that does not overlook, but looks beyond mental health and
health issues, and that methodologically finds ways to engage children and young people in research
processes that puts them in focus, rather than relying exclusively on adult views and media dis-
courses about children’s issues.

The circumstantial methodological challenges we face require us to think carefully about chil-
dren and young people’s cultures of communication (Christensen and James 2000) and how
these are being reconfigured now. We must ask how children in diverse and particular contexts
are communicating with peers, family members and institutions with which they are engaged,
and how we as researchers can reach and engage them in research interactions that make sense
to them. As it is evident from this collection of viewpoints, virtual means of communication
have dominated in this regard and research methods are very likely to rely on these more than
ever before. However, this excludes a significant group of children, young people and families
who have limited or no access to the Internet and virtual communication technologies. Potentially
our main challenge in this moment is to create safe and inclusive research methods that enable
diverse groups of children to engage in research processes that highlight their voices and experi-
ences. In this effort, it is key to create a collaborative network within which we can share and discuss
the issues that emerge in our research, creative solutions, reflections and so on. Some of the view-
points present a beginning in this regard, sharing some of the results or observations emerging from
qualitative, quantitative and mixed method studies being conducted in some countries (see for
example Cortés-Morales and Morales 2021; Million 2021) or attempts to engage children’s accounts
of the pandemic (Holt and Murray 2021; Joelsson and Ekman Ladru 2021).

The situations about which we read in this special issue posit questions that refer to diverse geo-
graphical scales: from the scale of the body and the multiple changes that are occurring as a result of
intensified emphasis on hygiene, drastic changes to greeting habits, face mask wearing and physical
distance from others; the scale of the house, neighbourhood, town or city, with spatial and mobility
restrictions and the merging of everyday life timespaces; all the way to a global scale related to travel
restrictions and its implications, for example, for families internationally spread and the forced or
prolonged separations that this has implied for them. All these situations bring up questions about
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how children’s actions, perceptions of spaces, experiences and positions in the world are changing
and reconfiguring at different scales as a result of the dramatic changes provoked by the pandemic.
There are also questions about how these different scales in which children and young people’s lives
are performed are interacting in this context, through which means and agents. How are affects,
resources and information circulating among children?What is happening with agencies in a highly
regulated world? What entanglements are being unveiled, un/blocked or enabled by these spatial
and mobilities reconfigurations? How are childhood-nature relationships and understandings
shifting?

Finally, as most of the viewpoints highlight, there are important questions emerging around how
different forms and degrees of inequalities, many times on a geographical basis, are having an
impact on children’s lives in terms of how they are experiencing the pandemic. Here, studies
with a geographical and intersectional approach will be key for understanding how children are
differently experiencing the pandemic around the world, and how what childhood means is diver-
sifying even more.

Note

1. This is an informal collaborative group among which dialogues or more specific research initiatives may be
occurring. If interested, please contact the authors.
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